CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITION

Call upon the Lord, that his kingdom may go forth upon the earth,
that the inhabitants thereof may receive it, and be prepared for the days
to cone, in which the Son of Man shall come down in heaven, clothed in
the brightness of his glory, to meet the kingdom of God which is set up
on the earth.
Wherefore, may the kingdom of God go forth, that the kingdom of
heaven may come, that thou, O God, mayest be glorified in heaven so on
earth, that thine enemies may be subdued; for thine is the honor, power
and glory, forever and ever. Amen.1
The world of technical knowledge and atomic energy is, despite this
recent advancement, still the world of poverty, hunger, misgovernment, crime,
domestic unhappiness, and personal frustration. Mastery over the elements of
the material world has brought us only to daily fear of sudden death of our own
making.2
Because of the inadequacy of our present world system in coping with
these malfunctions, many people have proposed that a world government be set
up as a solution to these pressing problems. The United Nations and other plans
are the outgrowth of these present day sentiments. The Latter-day Saints from
their beginning (1830) have also envisioned an era of righteous peace in a world
order. The earliest accounts available give information relating to basic
principles and doctrines which have evolved one upon another to form a
consistent and relatively complete concept for the development of such a
government. This plan recognizes the Innate rights of man and safeguards those
rights with a society so formulated to elevate the poor, give the earth to the
meek, and make the pure in heart the children of God.
This great movement, specifically designated as the cause of Zion,”3 is
inherently political and social as well as religious in make-up. As such, it has
from the beginning contemplated a universal reign of peace and equality; such
a peace being predicated upon the triumph of Zion and her correlated “Kingdom
of God” (the latter to bear rule as a political, constitutional government,
guaranteeing to all the prerogatives of moral agency in the free exercise of
conscience, the protection of life, and the right and control of property).
In this study the writer will be primarily interested
In the “cause of Zion” and its development toward peace and world
government; this government to be administered under the auspices of a
resurrected and living God in the person of Jesus the Christ, who will in his
own due time make his appearance and accept his legal position as “King of
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Kings, and Lord of Lords.”4
President John Taylor, third president of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, in commenting on this government and its eventual
relationship to the nations of the earth, stated:
The kingdom of God means the government of God. That means, power,
authority, rule, dominion, and a people to rule over. But that principle will not be
fulfilled, cannot be entirely fulfilled, until, as we are told in the scriptures, the
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ,
and he will rule over them, and when unto him every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess that he is Christ, to the glory of God, the Father. That time has
not yet come, but there are certain principles associated therewith that have
come; namely, the introduction of that kingdom, and the introduction of that
kingdom could only be made by that Being who is the King and Ruler, and the
Head of that government, first communicating his ideas, his principles, his laws,
his government to the people.5
From a Latter-day Saint viewpoint the Zion of God, as defined by their
scriptural books, is highly correlated with this government. The name of Zion,
however, has several distinct applications. By definition “Zion, or as written by the
Greeks, Zion, probably meant bright, or sunny; but this commonplace
significance is lost in the deeper and more effecting meaning that the name and
title came to acquire.”6 As a factor in world government, the vision of Zion
includes a world order under the authority and command of Clod, with capital
cities located at the present cite of the city of Independence in Jackson County,
Missouri7 and at Jerusalem. The former, referred to as the City of Zion, is also
denoted as the “New Jerusalem.” This, however, is not to be confused with the
ancient or future city of Jerusalem in Palestine, since, according to the Book of
Mormon, “after it (the Jerusalem of Palestine) should be destroyed it should be
built up again, a holy city unto the Lord; wherefore, it could not be a new
Jerusalem for it had been in a time of old.”8 But “a New Jerusalem should be built
up upon this land”9 (North America). It is more particularly of this city and its
implications in world government that this study will be concerned with.
Under her perfected organization, Zion is likened unto a tent, the New
Jerusalem or city of Zion being the “center place,”10 supported by surrounding
stakes. This analogy is of Old Testament derivation. Isaiah declares: “Look upon
Zion, the city of our solemnities . . . not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be
removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.”11 And again: “Enlarge
the place of thy tent and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitation:
spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes.”12 Throughout the
scriptural works of the Church, Zion and her stakes are mentioned in this tent-like
organization. To quote but an example we note that:
Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her
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children are scattered . . . And, behold, there is none other place
appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that
which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints
until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and
then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall
be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion.13
And at a conference at Amherst, Ohio, January 1832, instructions were
given that “Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be
enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened.”14
Territorially speaking, the whole of North and South America is referred to
as the “land of Zion.”15 It is, according to the Book of Mormon, “a land which is
choice above all other lands.”16 In conference April 8, 1844, Joseph Smith
announced to the Church and to the world that “the whole of America is Zion
itself from north to south, and. . I have received instructions from the Lord that
from henceforth wherever the Elders of Israel shall build up churches and
branches unto the Lord throughout the States, there shall be a stake of Zion.”17
During this same conference Hyrum Smith interpreted his brothers declaration to
mean that “North and South America . . . is the land of Zion.”18 Brigham Young,
in considering it as a “perfect sweepstakes” and a “knock-down to the devil’s
kingdom,”19 was not loathe in later years to lead his people from one inheritance
in the land of Zion to another in the West; for the organization of Zion could be
as well developed in the West as in Illinois or Missouri where their cause might
be misunderstood and misrepresented.
To say that Zion will be confined to the limits of North and South
America, however, is a fallacy indeed, for the Zion of the last days is destined to
expand throughout the earth. “The keys of the kingdom of God are committed
unto man on the earth, and from thence shall the gospel roll forth unto the ends
of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of the mountains without hands shall
roll forth until it has filled the whole earth.”20 “The stakes of the tent of Zion are
set farther and farther over the earth. They shall be in every land; and the
Saints, the world over, mingling with all people, will enjoy the blessings of the
Gospel and give light and truth to all nations.”21
For the purpose of clarification it may be well to refer briefly to other
meanings of the term “Zion” which we shall be but indirectly associated with in
this study. They are:
1. The name of Zion was given to the followers of Enoch, the seventh
patriarch from Adam, and by implication also denoted the holy city which was
founded for their habitation.22 The stipulative reasoning involved in so naming
these people and their city is given as being “because they were of one heart
and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness.”23
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2. As a place the name of Zion was applied by David to a hill within the
site of Jerusalem. Upon defeating the Jebusites, we are told, he “took the strong
hold of Zion.”24 The city he built up in this locality became known as Jerusalem
the city of David.25 The name of Zion was applied to the hill itself, or Mount Zion,
and by extension of meaning to Jerusalem.”26
3. Metaphorically, the term denotes the Church of God; or more
specifically “the pure in heart.”27 It should be noted that no place or habitation can
be truly called Zion unless it is inhabited by the pure in heart. In the words of
President John Taylor: “The Zion of God. What does it mean? The pure in heart
in the first place. In the second place those who are governed by the law of God-the ware in heart who are governed by the law of God.”28
4. To the location of the “mountain of the house of the Lord,’ Micah gave
the name of Zion, as he predicted its establishment in the “top of the mountains”
in , the latter days as a place distinct from Jerusalem.29 There had formerly been
a Zion and a Jerusalem in the land of Palestine, but “the prophet Micah, ‘full of
power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgement, and of might’ predicted the
destruction of Jerusalem and its associated Zion, the former to ‘become heaps,’
and the latter to be ‘plowed as a field’; and then announced a new condition that
is to exist in the last days, when another ‘mountain of the house of the Lord’ is to
be established, and this is called Zion.”30 In many Latter-day Saint sermons the
belief has been expressed that this prophecy is in process of fulfillment at the
present day by the activities of the Church in the mountainous regions of the
West. This definition is in close alliance at present with that given under the
former heading, differing only by stipulating a definite location of the Church at a
given time.
5. Finally, in point of inclusion, Zion has still a larger meaning. Latterday Saints view the work of God as not being circumscribed by earth-life
alone, but rather, it embraces a number of spheres innumerable to man in his
finite capacity--the work of God fills the immensity of space and the created
children of God inhabit numerous planets.31 The righteous people from all of
God’s creations throughout the eternities are called Zion. According to the
Pearl of Great Price, a Latter-day Saint scriptural work, Enoch, the seventh
patriarch from Adam, in speaking to the Lord, is quoted as saying: “And thou
hast taken Zion to thine own bosom, from all thy creations, from all eternity to
all eternity; and naught but peace, justice, and truth is the habitation of thy
throne.”32 And in the Doctrine and Covenants, it is revealed that it is for this
purpose that “the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom” were given
and for this purpose that Zion shall be established upon this earth, “otherwise
I cannot receive her unto myself.”33
From the days of ancient Israel, when with Noses the people believed
that the “Lord . . . will raise up a prophet” and “unto him” the people “shall
hearken,’’ 34 to the time of the New Testament Church, when Peter declared that
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Prophet to be Christ,35 those of Israel have looked for the coming of the
Kingdom of God “with great power and glory”36; for “it shall come to pass that
every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the
people.”37 Particularly is this significant when we note that “the kingdoms of this
world are” destined to “become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.”38
“And the kingdom and domination, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High . . .
and all dominions shall serve and obey him.”39
With the visitation of Moroni, the heavenly tutor of Joseph Smith during the
period of the translation of the Book of Mormon, the prophecy of Noses regarding
Christ was reiterated with the comment that “the day had not yet come when
‘they who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people,’ but
soon would come.”40 According to the words of the resurrected Christ, as he
spoke to the ancient Nephite disciples, when that day does come “saith the
Father . . . whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I
cut off from among my people, O house of Israel; and I will execute vengeance
and fury upon then, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”41
This may be a momentous period of decision, for it could be that “darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people”42 as pertaining to the spiritual
qualities so necessary to sustain a peaceful status, for “they perceive not the light
and they turn their hearts from me because of the precepts of men.”43 Those,
however, who are not “cut off” shall assist in the development of a new social and
political order wherein the “meek shall inherit the earth,”44 and men “shall beat
their swords into plowshares and, their spears into pruning-hooks” and “they shall
sit every man under his vine and under his figtree; and none shall make them
afraid.”45
From the foregoing analysis it seems evident that the ancient hope
regarding the Kingdom of God and its culmination in filling the earth has been
intrinsically routed into the latter day “restitution of all things”46 and is correlated
with the cause of Zion as a major sentiment among the people, inseparably
connected with their faith. It was not without purpose, therefore, that Joseph
Smith, the prophet of this latter day dispensation, could declare; “I intend to lay a
foundation that will revolutionize the whole world.”47 This determination was of a
practical as well as of an ideal nature and was sustained, as Brigham Young
said, by “the courage of an angel and the will of a God.48
In making such a declaration Joseph fully realized that the work in which
he was engaged was radically different in nature and purpose from world
governments of past ages. While discussing the subject he observed:
Other attempts to promote universal peace and happiness in the
human family have proved abortive; every effort has failed; every plan
and design has fallen to the ground; it needs the wisdom of God, the
intelligence of God, and the power of God to accomplish this. The world
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has had a fair trial for six thousand years; the Lord will try the seventh
thousand Himself; ‘He whose right it is, will possess the kingdom, and
reign until He has put all things under His feet;’ iniquity will hide its hoary
head, Satan will be bound, and the works of darkness destroyed;
righteousness will be put to the line, and judgement to the plummet, and
‘he that fears the Lord will alone be exalted in that day.’49
The nature of this kingdom is not belligerent in any sense of the word. “It
will not be by sword or gun that this kingdom will roll on,” the Prophet
emphasized, “the power of truth is such that all nations will be under the
necessity of obeying the Gospel.”50
Another major characteristic radically differing from the ‘blood and iron’
theories prevalent in the trend of social organization today is the sustaining
rower derived from free will and mutual confidence. Upon these principles the
kingdom rests; as Joseph Smith declared: “It was my endeavor to so organize
the Church, that the brethren might eventually be independent of every
encumbrance beneath the celestial kingdom, by bonds and covenants of mutual
friendship, and mutual love.”51 That truth will prevail, has been the ardent belief
of every true disciple of this cause. In the early days of the Church the Saints in
the city of Kirtland endured such affliction believing that they were called “to
bear a heavy burden in order that the foundation of the kingdom of God might
be laid on a sure and certain basis, so that the prophetic vision of Daniel might
most certainly be fulfilled, that this kingdom might break in pieces all other
kingdoms and stand forever.”52
As we conclude this chapter of our study and reconsider the definitions
given to the Zion of the present and future era, we may summarize our
application of the tern as follows. First, to a Church or a people, which at
present are mainly established in western America. Second, to a central city or
“center place,” the foundation of which was laid during, the early years of the
Church,53 but the redemption of which is yet future.54 Finally, we may note an
aspiration to spread that system over the Americas and finally over the world in
order that the “one like the Son of Man” might be given “dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him.”55
This goal has been set from the beginning, even before the Church was
organized as a legal association in April 1830.56
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